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The Military Reform Committee (, referred to as MRC and also
known as the "Turgut Özal Committee", named for its sponsor
Turgut Özal) is an advisory board of the Turkish government

whose purpose is to advise the government on military matters.
The MRC was established in 1982 as a temporary body intended

to last only for a year, but it remained in existence after the
military was allowed to return to civilian life in 1984, and in 1989
it was endowed with the status of a permanent body. Its powers

have expanded to include the appointment of a director-general, a
chief of staff, and a chief of operations, who is the commander-in-
chief of the Turkish Armed Forces. It also has the power to write
the position statement for the minister of defense, and, in 2008,

members were elected for a five-year term by the Grand National
Assembly. The MRC has six subcommittees, which are responsible

for vetting the appointments, promotions, and performance
evaluation of military officers. In the event of a vacancy in an

important position, the MRC is empowered to select the
successor. The MRC has played a significant role in the Turkish
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military's transition to civilian leadership. After the military
takeover in 1980, the MRC helped to draft the 1982 Constitution,

which was proclaimed at the national convention held at the
Presidential Palace on March 1, 1982. In addition to being a source
of constitutional legitimacy for the military, the MRC's mission also
was to promote the rapid transfer of the armed forces to civilian

control, as well as to bring the institution into good working order.
In 1994, the MRC was awarded the Stockholm Water Prize in

recognition of its work. History It was c6a93da74d
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